
1 of 1 DOCUMENT

The Philadelphia Daily News

May 24, 2007 Thursday
4STAR Edition

Drug court deals them a ticket to recovery;
10 years of goodbye, jail, & hello, treatment

BYLINE: By JULIE SHAW; shawj@phillynews.com 215-854-2592

SECTION: LOCAL; DN Gallery Repository; Pg. 10

LENGTH: 676 words

Marijuana and powder cocaine had gripped Angel Adorno's life since he was a teen, so much so he forgot his kids.

"I wasn't even thinking of my sons who I loved a lot," Adorno told a packed Philadelphia Treatment Court yesterday
at the celebration of its 10th anniversary.

Adorno, 24, of North Philadelphia, was one of 18 men who graduated yesterday from Treatment Court, the city's
intensive, court-involved drug court that allows nonviolent offenders an alternative to incarceration.

Founded in 1997 by Municipal Court President Judge Louis J. Presenza, Philadelphia's Treatment Court was the first
drug court in Pennsylvania. Nationwide, there are 1,900 drug courts.

The idea behind drug court, first implemented in Miami in 1989, is that instead of working on opposite sides, the
prosecution and defense work together with the judge and case manager to try to break a defendant's addiction.

To be eligible, participants in Philadelphia can have up to two convictions on felony drug-related or theft offenses.

After yesterday's ceremony, which featured various speakers, including city law-enforcement leaders, former drug
addicts, and state and national experts, Adorno, with his oldest son, Geovanni, 11, by his side, explained how he "was in
drugs, using drugs, every day" since he was 15 years old.

"I don't care what happened to you; I don't care what problem you got," he said about that time.

In January 2006, Adorno was arrested for selling drugs. He had sold plenty in his past - heroin, marijuana, powder
and crack cocaine. He was facing a five- to six-year prison sentence, but Treatment Court allowed him to get out and get
help.

"I got remarried, I own a house, I have a nice family, I'm clean," he said.

Adorno said he was most touched during yesterday's ceremony by speaker William Rodriguez, a 2000 Treatment
Court graduate. He could relate to him.
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Rodriguez, 44, told the graduates that he was "a dope fiend" for 25 years. Things changed for him after a 1998 arrest
on charges of selling heroin. That wasn't his first arrest, and he was facing 15 to 30 years behind bars, he said.

"Everything to me was like a mountain, man. I was always defeated," Rodriguez said. "I probably would have
committed suicide if I wasn't afraid of dying."

Rodriguez, now director of Fresh Start's Casa Latina recovery house in the Kensington area, said after the ceremony
that he first tried marijuana when he was 10 years old and since had tried "everything under the sun - marijuana, pills,
acid, PCP, cocaine in all its forms, heroin."

Public defender Erica Bartlett visited him in jail and told him he would be a good candidate for Treatment Court,
Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez accepted and entered detox, then long-term treatment, then a recovery house, he said. During his two years
in the program, he also had to check in once a month with Judge Presenza.

To date, Rodriguez has been clean for eight years. The benefits? "I have a [car] key that works," he told the graduates,
who smiled and laughed. "It opens doors. I got a credit card that really, like, it works."

Treatment Court worked for him, he said, because of "the monitoring. Somebody is checking up on you. And the
encouragement. People are supporting you. They applaud your achievements."

Presenza told the courtroom that Treatment Court "has been a labor of love." To date, 1,357 people have graduated,
he said.

If graduates remain arrest- and drug-free for a year after graduation, their arrest is wiped clean. About 90 percent of
graduates have remained drug-, arrest- and conviction-free for one year after graduation, court statistics show.

Among the other speakers yesterday were District Attorney Lynne Abraham; chief public defender Ellen Greenlee;
World B. Free, 76ers ambassador and former all-star player; Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson; and West
Huddleston, chief executive officer of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals.

Free, a former drug user, told the graduates to be positive, to take things one day at a time and to stand proud.

"You beat the devil," he said. *
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